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ISSPAM SYMPOSIUM
"What kinds of intelligence for 
public health?"

JULY 21, 2026 
MARSEILLE & LIVE ONLINE
SYMPOSIUM INTERPRETED LIVE INTO FRENCH AND ENGLISH

As part of its summer school, the Institut des Sciences de la Santé Publique d’Aix-Marseille 
(ISSPAM) is organising a symposium open to all, in Marseille and live online.

Population’s health, the study of their determinants and their health needs mobilise and 
raise questions in order to meet the many current challenges and public health issues. The 
aim of the symposium “What kinds of intelligence for public health?” is to provide collective 
perspective on a range of public health issues, based on a complementary analytical 
viewpoints a 360-degree view.

This symposium brings together 4 speakers around 4 themes, proposed by each of the 
4 speakers. In 18 minutes, each speaker embody a theme and submits it to the other 3 
speakers for their thoughts, analysis and vision, each of whom has 360 seconds to do so. 
The round table is completed by debates between the speakers and with the participants to 
generate collective intelligence and a 360-degree view. 

For more information and to register: 
https://institut-isspam.univ-amu.fr/fr/
symposium-de-lisspam

Speakers

Registration
Price:  
(in Marseille and live online)

Registration deadline: june 06, 2026

80 €

Pr. Tit Albreht
President of the European Public 
Health Association (EUPHA), Centre 
for Health Care, National Institute of 
Public Health of Slovenia

Pr. Bruno Falissard
Director of CESP/INSERM 
U1018 (Centre de Recherche 
en Epidemiologie et Santé des 
Populations) and President of 
SFPEADA (Société Française 
de Psychiatrie de l’Enfant et de 
l’Adolescent et Disciplines Associées)

Pr. Katarzyna Czabanowska
Department of International Health, 
WHO CC for Public Heath Leadership 
and Workforce Development, Care 
and Public Heath Research Institute 
(CAPHRI), FHML, Maastricht University, 
Maastricht, The Netherlands

Pr. Caroline Quach-Thanh
Quebec’s National Director of Public 
Health and Assistant Deputy Minister 
for Prevention and Public Health at the 
Ministère de Santé et Services sociaux

https://institut-isspam.univ-amu.fr/en
https://institut-isspam.univ-amu.fr/en
https://institut-isspam.univ-amu.fr/fr/symposium-de-lisspam
https://institut-isspam.univ-amu.fr/fr/symposium-de-lisspam
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09h45 – 10h15 Welcome for participants

10h15 – 10h30 Opening and introduction of the day – Roch Giorgi (ISSPAM Director)

10h30 – 11h25 Round table 1– Pr. Caroline Quach-Thanh | Science, ideology, and 
impact on vaccine decision-making

11h30– 12h25 Round table 2 – Pr. Tit Albreht | Multi-level and multidisciplinary 
challenges of public health today and in the future

12h25– 14h00 Lunch break

14h00 – 14h55 Round table 3 – Pr. Bruno Falissard | Thinking Public Health in a Post-
Modern Era

15h00 – 15h55 Round table 4 – Pr. Katarzyna Czabanowska | Leading and transforming
the Public Health workforce in turbulent times

16h00 – 16h15 End of the symposium

Program

4 topics – 1 debator – 3 contributors
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Round table topics and abstracts

Science, ideology, and impact on vaccine decision-making
Pr. Caroline Quach-Thanh - Quebec’s National Director of Public Health and Assistant Deputy Minister 
for Prevention and Public Health at the Ministère de Santé et Services sociaux
Vaccine decision-making has long been framed as a rational process grounded in scientific evidence, 
risk–benefit evaluations, and public trust in expertise. Yet this paradigm increasingly collides with 
a landscape shaped by ideology, values, and identity. Scientific data do not circulate in a vacuum; 
they are interpreted, contested, or rejected through political beliefs, historical grievances, and moral 
worldviews. In the post‑pandemic context, vaccines have become symbols -of authority, freedom, 
solidarity, or resistance- transforming individual choice into a socially and ideologically loaded act. 
This tension reveals a critical challenge for public health: how to promote evidence-based vaccination 
in societies where distrust of institutions and polarization reshape what counts as “truth.” This talk 
examines how science, ideology, and social meaning interact to influence vaccine decisions, and 
what this implies for effective and legitimate public health action.

Multi-level and multidisciplinary challenges of public health today and in the future
Pr. Tit Albreht - President of the European Public Health Association (EUPHA), Centre for Health Care, Natio-
nal Institute of Public Health of Slovenia
Public health in the previous periods used simple messages that were easily spread to the population 
with a relatively lower level of health literacy. Today, we are facing increasing challenges, which 
are related to the ease with which large population segments access medical, health and related 
information unfiltered and often unsupported by additional explanatory information. At the same 
time, we are confronted with multiple simultaneous challenges that we wish to address – lifestyles, 
adoption of various innovative treatments, but also climate change with a consequent need for 
agricultural and broader environmental challenges, which reversely influence our health choices and 
lifestyles. All this is becoming increasingly difficult to process even if the overall level of literacy as 
well as health literacy have markedly increased. Finally, there is a persistent pressure from many 
industries to enhance use of parallel products (like in the case of nicotine products) or providing for 
modifying medicines, which reduce the need the lifestyle change.

Public health is therefore facing multiple challenges related to health literacy, to trust in science but 
also in the ongoing scientific evidence provided as well as to motivate the population at large to 
adapt their lifestyle to healthier choices, follow prevention measures and shift their behaviours while 
confronted with ‘quick fixes’ provided by the industry.
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Thinking Public Health in a Post-Modern Era
Pr. Bruno Falissard - Director of CESP/INSERM U1018 (Centre de Recherche en Epidemiologie et Santé des 
Populations) and President of SFPEADA (Société Française de Psychiatrie de l’Enfant et de l’Adolescent et 
Disciplines Associées)

The foundational logic of public health has long rested upon a statistical paradigm, prioritizing 
the «global good» through population-wide interventions. Traditionally, success was measured by 
the collective adoption of standardized behaviors—such as tobacco cessation or reduced alcohol 
consumption. However, this model is increasingly under strain as it enters the post-modern era, 
defined by an intense exacerbation of individualization.

Drawing on the concept of «one-self as a king» (Roudinesco), we see a shift where the individual’s 
autonomy and specific identity take precedence over the collective mandate. This cultural shift is 
mirrored in the medical field’s pivot toward personalized medicine, creating a fundamental tension: 
how can we manage the health of a «mass» that no longer wishes to be treated as one?
While public health has attempted to adapt through «targeted» or «selective» prevention, these 
strategies often struggle to reconcile systemic goals with individual sovereignty. This disconnect 
reached a breaking point during the COVID-19 pandemic, revealing the fragility of the social contract 
in the face of widespread skepticism toward top-down mandates. This talk explores the necessity 
of reimagining public health frameworks to survive in an age where the individual is no longer a data 
point, but a king.
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Leading and transforming the Public Health workforce in turbulent times
Pr. Katarzyna Czabanowska - Department of International Health, WHO CC for Public Heath Leadership and 
Workforce Development, Care and Public Heath Research Institute (CAPHRI), FHML, Maastricht University, 
Maastricht, The Netherlands
Public health systems are under pressure to respond to converging crises such as pandemics, climate 
pressures, geopolitical instability, and deepening inequities while the workforce expected to lead these 
responses remains poorly defined, undercounted, and inadequately supported.  How can systems demand 
transformation from the public health workforce they cannot clearly see, measure, or sustain? The result is a 
persistent paradox of growing expectations alongside diminishing visibility where the absence of workforce 
intelligence makes planning reactive, fragmented, and uncertain.

Simultaneously, the times marked by conflict and changeability call for a shift toward judicious, humble 
transformational leadership. Yet here, too, tensions arise. While leadership capable of navigating uncertainty, 
mobilizing collective ethical action, and advancing equitable health and wellbeing is urgently needed, these 
competencies remain inconsistently defined and weakly embedded in education and practice. How can 
transformational leadership be meaningfully cultivated across diverse contexts when its translation into 
practice remains elusive?

This interdisciplinary panel invites participants to interrogate these dual gaps in data and leadership and their 
combined implications for resilience and equity. It will challenge conventional assumptions, asking whether 
current approaches to the public health workforce development are fit for purpose, and what new models of 
intelligence, education, and governance are required to build a workforce capable not only of responding to 
crises, but of transforming systems able to position leadership development as a central driver for change.
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Pr. Caroline Quach-Thanh
Quebec’s National Director of Public Health and Assistant Deputy Minister for 
Prevention and Public Health at the Ministère de Santé et Services sociaux

Pr. Caroline Quach-Thanh started her career at the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital and at McGill University (Department of Pediatrics) from 2003 to 2016 
before joining the University of Montreal as a Professor, in the Departments 
of Microbiology, Infectious Diseases & Immunology and of Pediatrics. She 
is also an adjunct Professor in the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics & 
Occupational Health at McGill University. From 2017 to 2025, she worked as a 
pediatric infectious diseases specialist and medical microbiologist at the CHU 
Sainte-Justine. Pr. Quach was also a clinician-scientist and the Canada Research 
Chair, Tier 1 in Infection Prevention and Control: from hospital to the community. 
She was the inaugural Director and nominated principal investigator of the 
POPCORN network, which brings together researchers, clinicians, decision-
makers, and patient partners to form a pan-Canadian pediatric research 
network, and one of the co-directors of the network Précrisa, which focuses on 
emerging threats that could trigger new health crises, as well as on the capacity 
of health systems, individuals and communities to deal with them.. On 
September 29, 2025, Pr. Quach became the Québec Chief Medical Officer of 
Health (Directrice nationale de santé publique) and Assistant Deputy Minister 
at the Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux du Québec.

During her career, Pr. Quach has co-authored over 50 government reports, 19 
book chapters, published over 225 articles in peer-reviewed journals, gave over 
1600 media interviews.
Pr. Quach is the former Chair of numerous bodies: the National Advisory 
Committee on Immunization from the Public Health Agency of Canada, the 
Quebec Immunization Committee, the Association for Medical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases Canada. She was named Fellow of the Canadian Academy of 
Health Sciences and of the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America. She 
was selected as one of the 2019 most Powerful Women in Canada (Manulife 
Science and Technology category). In 2022, she was made Officière de l’Ordre 
national du Québec, received the Distinguished Scientist Award 2022 from 
the Canadian Society for Clinical Investigation, and the Women of Distinction 
Award – public service – from the Women’s Y Foundation. She received the 2023 
Certificate of Merit from the Canadian Public Health Association and was 
admitted as a foreign member of the Académie royale de médecine de Belgique 
in 2024. She was awarded King Charles III’s Coronation Medal in 2025.
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Pr. Tit Albreht
President of the European Public Health Association (EUPHA), Centre for Health 
Care, National Institute of Public Health of Slovenia

Prof. Tit Albreht, M.D., Ph.D. in Health Services Research at the University of 
Amsterdam, Senior Researcher at the Centre for Health Care at the National 
Institute of Public Health of Slovenia, Senior Researcher in the field of health 
services research, health policy and health systems research, member of the 
Scientific Committee of EUPHA. He served as President of the Slovenian Preventive 
Medicine Society between 2016 and 2022, and he is currently President of the 
European Public Health Association for the term 2024-2026. He was the scientific 
coordinator of four EU cancer policy projects, Joint Actions, currently WP co-
leader in JA on the EU Network of Comprehensive Cancer Centres. He is Associate 
Professor of public health at both Slovenian faculties of medicine as well as at the 
Faculties of Health Sciences in Maribor and Jesenice.

Pr. Bruno Falissard
Director of CESP/INSERM U1018 (Centre de Recherche en Epidemiologie 
et Santé des Populations) and President of SFPEADA (Société Française de 
Psychiatrie de l’Enfant et de l’Adolescent et Disciplines Associées)

After some initial training in mathematics and fundamental physics (Ecole 
Polytechnique, Paris), Bruno Falissard engaged in medical studies and 
specialized in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry in 1991. He was assistant 
professor in child and adolescent psychiatry in 1996-1997, associate professor 
in Public Health in 1997-2002 and full professor in Public health from 2002. He 
is at the head of the “Center of Epidemiology and Population Health” in Villejuif 
(650 members). He has a clinical activity in child and adolescent psychiatry. 
His personal areas of research are about methodology and epistemology of 
mental health research.  In 2015 he became president of IACAPAP (International 
Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions, the term 
ended in 2018) and member of the French Academy of Medicine. He is presently 
president of SFPEADA (French Society of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and 
Allied Professions).
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Pr. Katarzyna Czabanowska
Department of International Health, WHO CC for Public Heath Leadership and 
Workforce Development, Care and Public Heath Research Institute (CAPHRI), 
FHML, Maastricht University, Maastricht, The Netherlands

Prof.dr. habil. Katarzyna Czabanowska, holds a chair in Public Health Leadership 
and Workforce Development and is a Head of the International Health 
Department at Maastricht University, the Netherlands. She is the Director of 
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Public Health Leadership and Workforce 
Development. Katarzyna is an Honorary Member of the UK Faculty of Public 
Health, Past President of the Association of the Schools of Public Health in the 
European region (ASPHER), a former academic Board Member of the Studio 
Europa at Maastricht University, visiting professor at the Institute of Public 
Health Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland, adjunct professor at the Richard 
Fairbanks School of Public Health, Indiana University, US. She serves as a 
WHO expert in public health leadership, public health workforce development 
and planning, and public health systems. She serves on various scientific and 
research boards, has published over 200 peer-reviewed publications, promoted 
20 PhDs, and is passionate about developing leaders who can transform public 
health systems to improve health and wellbeing for all.


